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Key data for the year 2014 (EU-28):
•

Renewable energy share in total gross final energy consumption: 15,8% in
2014 (14.9 % in 2013)

European renewable energy share increases to 15.8% in 2014
The 2009/28/EC Directive sets the Member States a mandatory 20% global renewable
energy share target of gross final energy consumption with binding compulsory
targets for each individual country for 2020. EurObserv’ER monitors all the Member
States’ trajectories towards these targets.
The estimates published below are the first to appear for 2014.
Calculating the renewable energy share for each country is a delicate task. The results
presented are EurObserv’ER’s estimates based on data collected by the project team over
the past year. According to these initial figures, the renewable energy share of gross final
energy consumption in the European Union stood at 15.8% in 2014 compared to 14.9% in
2013, which amounts to a 0.9 point rise.
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On the one hand, gross final renewable energy consumption increased by 3.1 Mtoe
(from 171.3 to 174.4 Mtoe). This increase can be explained by a considerable increase of
RES-E production: +3.9 Mtoe (with normalised wind and hydropower production) of which
2.1 Mtoe for wind power and 0.9 Mtoe for solar electricity (PV and CSP). It is also due to the
increase of renewable energy consumption in transport: + 1 Mtoe. These two trends were
however counterbalanced by a decrease in renewable heat consumption (-1.8 Mtoe at EU
level). This is only due to the lower heat consumption from solid biomass (- 2.8 Mtoe), which
is by far the largest renewable energy contributor in the EU. This decrease can be explained
by a particularly warm year on the European continent, which has limited households’ needs
of biomass heating.
Conversely, according to our estimates, total gross final energy consumption (renewable
or otherwise) continued to slide in 2014, even more significantly than in 2012 and 2013.
This decrease is linked to an exceptionally warm year, the low industrial activity of some of
the European economies and also to efforts made to enhance energy efficiency. We put this
EU-wide drop at 50 Mtoe (from 1 150 Mtoe in 2013 to 1 100 Mtoe in 2014).
These contrasting trends made a positive contribution to the renewable energy share of total
gross final energy consumption. The decrease in total gross final energy consumption
(denominator) had more impact than the growth of gross final renewable energy
consumption (numerator).
At individual country level, seven Member States have already reached their 2020 targets –
Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Estonia, Italy, Lithuania, Romania and Sweden. Five countries are
almost up to the mark having achieved more than 90% of their target: Austria, Croatia, the
Denmark, Finland and Latvia. Of the major energy consumers, France and Germany are at
62.8 and 76.5 % of their targets respectively, while the United Kingdom has secured 44,5%
of its target…
EurObserv’ER will publish sharper estimates in its annual publication “The State of
Renewable Energies in Europe” which will be out in a few weeks’ time. The publication will
provide the opportunity to make a full and up-to-date assessment of all the renewable energy
production sectors.
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About the EurObserv’ER Barometer
The EurObserv’ER Barometer regularly publishes indicators reflecting the current dynamics in
renewable energies (solar, wind, hydropower, geothermal and biomass, biogas, biofuels) worldwide
and within the European Union.

Note: the interactive database on the website (click on ‘Interactive EurObserv’ER Database’
on the www.eurobserv-er.org homepage) allows you to download the Barometer data
separately. This will allow you to create your own graphs to be used in your publication.

The EurObserv’ER barometer is a project supported by the European Commission within the
DG Energy "Intelligent Energy Europe" programme. It is also supported by Ademe, the
French Environment and Energy management Agency, and Caisse des Dépôts.

The sole responsibility for the content of the EurObserv’ER Barometer lies with the authors. It does not
necessarily reflect the opinion of the European Union. Neither the EASME nor the European
Commission nor Ademe nor Caisse des Dépôts are responsible for any use that may be made of the
information contained therein.
Note to the editors
For further information on this barometer, please contact:
Ms Diane Lescot
Observ’ER
146, rue de I’Université
75007 Paris - France
Tel: +33 (0) 1 44180080
E-mail: diane.lescot@energies-renouvelables.org
Request to the editor: in case you use this press release for an article, the consortium would
appreciate to be notified on your article. The reference can be sent to the e-mail address mentioned
above.

Request to the editor: if you are referring to EurObserv’ER data in an article, report or other
medium, please reference the source as follows:
Source: EurObserv’ER, www.eurobserv-er.org, 2015
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