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‘The State of Renewable Energies in Europe’  
released by the EurObserv’ER consortium 
 
Although the 2010 targets are very likely not to be met, current trends allow to be 
optimistic regarding the future of renewable energy sources in the European Union 
(EU). EurObserv’ER indicates that for the year 2007 the renewable energy share in 
total primary energy consumption has gained 0.4 percentage point with respect to 
2006 (from 7.1% to 7.5%) and the renewable energy share in total electricity 
consumption has increased 0.6 percentage point (from 14.3% in 2006 to 14.9% in 
2007) (see pages 78 - 85 in the publication).  
 
‘The State of Renewable Energies in Europe’ is a synthesis of the technology Barometers 
published during 2008 (with data up to and including 2007), in which a statistical update has 
taken place for some technologies. The publication gives detailed capacity and energy 
performance data for all 27 Member States of the European Union (for wind power, 
photovoltaics, solar thermal and solar thermal electricity, small hydropower, geothermal 
energy, biogas, municipal solid waste, solid biomass and ocean energy) (pages 8 - 85).  
 
The publication discusses as well the target for renewable energy in the EU for the year 
2020: 20% of final energy consumption, and presents a breakdown per Member State 
(pages 86 - 89). 
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Topics in ‘The State of Renewable Energies in Europe’  
New in ‘The State of Renewable Energies in Europe’ is a chapter on socio-economic 
indicators (employment, turnover) for most technologies in a selection of Member States 
(pages 90 - 113). The publication concludes with seven country case studies, where specific 
regions are particularly strong in renewable energy industry: this regards regions in 
Germany, France, Austria, Poland, Spain, the Netherlands and Slovenia (pages 114-139). 
 
About the EurObserv’ER Barometer   
The EurObserv’ER barometer regularly provides publications of indicators reflecting the 
current dynamics in renewable energies (solar, wind, hydropower, geothermal and biomass) 
worldwide and within the European Union. In ‘The State of Renewable Energies in Europe’ 
two additional technologies have been assessed: solar thermal electricity and ocean energy. 
 
In the consortium name, ‘ER’ stands for renewable energy in French: énergies 
renouvelables. In February 2009 the next EurObserv'ER Barometer is expected, focusing on 
wind power. 
 
The EurObserv’ER barometer is a project supported by the European Commission within the 
DG TREN "Intelligent Energy Europe" programme. It is also supported by the Ademe, the 
French Environment and Energy management Agency. 
 
 
Free download 
The bilingual (French/English) EurObserv’ER Barometers are available for download in PDF 
format at the following website: 
 
http://www.eurobserv-er.org 
 
Note: the interactive database on the website (click on ‘Interactive EurObserv’ER Database’ 
on the www.eurobserv-er.org homepage) allows you to download the Barometer data 
separately. This will allow you to create your own graphs to be used in your publication. 
 
 
Note to the editors 
 
For further information on this barometer, please contact: 
 
Mr Frédéric Tuillé or Mr Gaëtan Fovez 
Observ’ER 
146, rue de I’Université 
75007 Paris - France 
Tel: 33 (0) 1 44180080 
Fax: 33 (0) 1 44180036 
E-mail: observ.er@energies-renouvelables.org 
 
Request to the editor: in case you use this press release for an article, the consortium would 
appreciate a short reference to the article. The reference can be sent to the e-mail address 
mentioned above. 
 
The EurObserv’ER Barometer is the result of the investigation and research work of its 
authors. The European Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of the 
information contained therein. 


